The chick embryo chorioallantoic membrane as a model for in vivo research on angiogenesis.
The chick embryo chorioallantoic membrane (CAM) is an extraembryonic membrane that is commonly used in vivo to study both new vessel formation and its inhibition in response to tissues, cells, or soluble factors. Quantitative or semiquantitative methods may be used to evaluate the amount of angiogenesis and anti-angiogenesis. Thanks to the CAM system, angiogenesis could be investigated in association with normal, inflammatory and tumor tissues, and soluble factors inducing angiogenic or anti-angiogenic effects could be identified. Rabbit cornea provides an alternative in vivo system, but CAM appears to be easier to handle and less expensive. Moreover, CAM can be used with very few limitations.